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SRR Pours 15 millionth pound of Vitrified Waste  

AIKEN, S.C. (October 09, 2014) – The Savannah River Site’s (SRS) Defense Waste Processing Facility 
(DWPF) poured its 15 millionth pound of vitrified hazardous waste, marking a milestone for the liquid 
waste contract.  

September 30, 2014, the DWPF has produced a total of 3,877 canisters since startup in 1996. It is 
estimated that 8,582 total canisters will be required to complete the Liquid Waste operations mission at 
SRS.   

This milestone has been made possible by the work of two melters, DWPF’s 64-ton tea-pot shaped 
melter, where hazardous waste mixed with borosilicate frit forms a molten glass that is poured into the 
stainless-steel canisters for temporary storage at SRS. Melter One poured 1,339 canisters containing 5.2 
million pounds of vitrified radioactive waste before it was retired in 2002. Melter Two is currently in 
operation and has poured 9.8 million pounds of vitrified waste into 2,538 canisters so far.  

Stuart MacVean, SRR President and Project Manager, is pleased to reach this milestone and 
congratulated SRR and the DWPF employees.  

“I am proud of the entire SRR workforce and DWPF employees,” MacVean said. “Every pound of vitrified 
waste poured contributes to SRR’s environmental mission to clean and operationally close the Site’s 
waste tanks.”  

Terrel Spears, Deputy Manager, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)-Savannah River Operations Office, 
called canister production crucial in eliminating the Site’s radioactive waste.   

“Since beginning operations, DWPF has immobilized over 55 million curies of radioactivity,” said Spears. 
“Pouring more canisters means we are reducing the single most substantial environmental risk to people 
and the environment in the State of South Carolina.”  

The only operational radioactive waste vitrification plant in the nation, DWPF converts the sludge and 
liquid nuclear salt waste currently stored at SRS into a solid glass form suitable for long-term storage and 
disposal.  

SRR is the liquid waste contractor at the Savannah River Site, which is owned by the U.S. Department of 
Energy. SRR is comprised of a team of companies led by URS Corporation with partners Bechtel 
National, CH2M HILL and Babcock & Wilcox. Critical subcontractors for the contract are AREVA, 
EnergySolutions and URS Professional Solutions.  
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PHOTO CAPTION: The Savannah River Site’s (SRS) Defense Waste Processing Facility (DWPF) poured 
its 15 millionth pound of vitrified hazardous waste, marking a milestone for the liquid waste contract. A 



specially designed vehicle, called the Shielded Canister Transporter, moves each sealed canister, one at 
a time, from DWPF to one of two Glass Waste Storage (GWS) buildings adjacent to the facility. Canisters 
are temporarily stored in GWS in underground reinforced, seismically qualified vaults. 

 


