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MOX Boondoggle Boosters Suffer Blow in U.S. House Armed Services Committee 
over “Zombie” MOX Project 

  
Defense Authorization Act Amendment to Cut MOX Budget “Plus Up” of $120 Million 

  
Columbia, SC – Backers of the mismanaged plutonium fuel (MOX) program have suffered a major defeat 
in the House Armed Services Committee for their “dead project.” 
  
On May 7, during discussion of the final National Defense Authorization Act, the committee voted to cut 
$120 million from MOX.  The committee does not appropriate funds, which is the job of the Energy & 
Water Development Subcommittees, but can authorize spending and place stipulations on it.  The 
discussion and votes were led by Rep. Howard “Buck” McKeon (R-CA), chairman. 
  
An amendment offered by Rep. Scott Peters (D-CA) to cut an additional $120 million to MOX that had 
been added to the “chairman’s mark” on May 5 passed after much interesting and humorous discussion.  
At the end of the night, the committee voted 32-29 to pass the amendment and pass the money to 
funding of 8 MQ-9 Raptors (drones). 
 
"While this vote is not the final determinant on the fate of the problem-plagued MOX project, it is a strong 
indication that there is bi-partisan support to move toward placing the project on cold standby," said Tom 
Clements, Director, and Savannah River Site Watch.  "It is clear that Congress is grasping that the 
mismanaged MOX project is unsustainable and that continuing to throw money at it is a doomed 
strategy." 
  
With the cut, proposed MOX construction funding request remains at $196 million for Fiscal year 2015, 
enough to put the MOX plant into “cold standby.” 
  
Rep. Jim Cooper (D-TN) stated that "Surely, 200 million dollars is enough for our friends in South 
Carolina for a dead project. Because this isn’t just an earmark, this is a zombie earmark. This is a dead 
project."  
  
Rep. Cooper referred to the $196 million request for MOX construction in the FY2015 budget request.  
Rep. Cooper said he knows something about the Tennessee Valley Authority and that he’s not aware that 
TVA plans to use MOX. 
  
Rep. Joe Wilson R-SC) spoke up against the amendment but misspoke, calling the US-Russia agreement 
a “treaty,” which it is not, and erroneously called MOX a “green fuel.”  No other representatives spoke up 
to defend the comments of rep. Wilson or against the amendment. 
  

http://www.srswatch.org/


Rep. Adam Smith (D-WA) pointed out that are no MOX customers and that the project is “going nowhere” 
and the $120 million would not be enough to make the project survive and that “it’s a waste of money.” 
  
Rep. John Garamendi (D-CA) stated that the  “this is about a project that isn’t working” and spoke in favor 
of the amendment. Rep. Garamendi mentioned the DOE’s plutonium disposition assessment and a brief 
discussion about the alternatives ensued. 
  
The actual “appropriated” funding for DOE programs and MOX comes via the Energy & Water 
Development Subcommittees of Appropriations and there are no figures yet from those subcommittees. 
  
### 
  
Notes: 
  

1. CSpan discussion on National Defense Authorization Act of FY 2015 & amendments – 
MOX discussion starts around 2:22 
 
http://www.c-span.org/video/?319241-101/national-defense-authorization-act-markup-part-5 
    
Vote on amendment #266 is called at about 4:08 and results of vote given at 4:14:27 – amendment 
passes 32-29.  “The amendment is agreed to.” – Chairman McKeon ( these times may have shifted due 
to CSpan reposting the videos..) 
  
  
2. Armed Services Committee website – National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2015 
  
Chairman’s “mark” - May 5, 2014 - increased MOX funding by $120 million (over amount in DOE 
budget request: http://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2014/04/f14/Volume%201%20NNSA.pdf  - see page 
524) 
  
http://docs.house.gov/meetings/AS/AS00/20140507/102146/HMKP-113-AS00-20140507-SD001-U2.pdf 
  
  
Full Committee Mark: H.R. 4435 - FY15 NDAA – May 5, 2014: 
  
http://docs.house.gov/meetings/AS/AS00/20140507/102146/BILLS-113HR4435ih.pdf 
  
-- search for “MOX” to see conditions on MOX “study” requirement to analyze DOE’s plutonium 
disposition options page 247 pdf 
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