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Supreme Court to Hear Big Industry and Conservationists’ 

Challenge to the Prudence of New Nuclear Plants 
Conservation Group Challenges $278 Million in Cost Overruns 

 

Columbia, South Carolina: This Wednesday, April 16, 2014, lawyers for the South Carolina Energy Users 

Committee—an association of large industrial energy users—and the South Carolina Chapter of the Sierra 

Club will appear before the state Supreme Court to jointly challenge decisions by the Public Service 

Commission (PSC) approving cost overruns and continued construction of two new nuclear units at the V.C. 

Summer Nuclear station in Fairfield County.  Both groups will argue that $278 million in cost overruns are 

imprudent and that the PSC erred in passing such costs on to consumers and in refusing to question 

continued construction of the new plants. 

 

The Sierra Club and the Energy Users Committee agree that utility management and not ratepayers should 

bear the responsibility for imprudently incurred costs and construction delays in building these new nuclear 

plants.  Such costs as those related to strengthening the reactor shield building to withstand an aircraft 

impact and the costs of finalizing the incomplete design for the new reactors should have been anticipated in 

the Company’s initial construction budget.  Both conservationists and industry agree that shifting the risk of 

such cost overruns to consumers gives the utility little incentive to efficiently complete the plant.   

 

Under the utility-friendly South Carolina Base Load Review Act, which forces current customers to pay for 

future nuclear plants which may never serve them, customers were promised protection from imprudent 

plant costs.  Both groups are concerned that, as captive customers of one of only two utilities in the nation 

still choosing new nuclear power plants, SCE&G customers will be stranded in a state with record high 

electric rates and limited alternatives.   

 

The Sierra Club has long argued that SCE&G’s insistence on completing large, expensive  nuclear plants 

will crowd out the sustainable alternatives including incentives for energy efficiency, as well as offshore 

wind and solar generation—alternatives which are being embraced elsewhere in this country and the world.  

Expert testimony before the PSC showed that SCE&G customers would save as much as $8 billion from 

cancelling the plant and choosing alternatives over the life of the facility.  The Sierra Club is represented by 

attorney Bob Guild of Columbia. 

 

"The South Carolina Sierra Club is committed to using any opportunity including the legal system and 

hearings before the state Supreme Court to expose the exploding costs of nuclear power, as well as design 

and manufacturing difficulties and delays.  We are also disturbed by the Public Service Commission's 



unwillingness to step up and protect the South Carolina rate payer from this imprudent decision by SCE&G"  

said Susan Corbett, Chair, S.C. Sierra Club 

 
Notes: 

 

1. Schedule of SC Supreme Court of April 16, 2014 with list of case:  “South Carolina Energy Users Committee, Appellant/Respondent, v. South Carolina 

Electric and Gas, South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff and Pamela Greenlaw, Respondents, and Sierra Club, is Respondent/Appellant” - 9:30 a.m. in 

Supreme Court Courtroom (corner Gervais & Sumter);   http://www.judicial.state.sc.us/calendar/dspSupEvents.cfm?Day=2014-04-16 

  
2. Docket before SC PSC that is being appealed: “Petition of South Carolina Electric & Gas Company for Updates and Revisions to Schedules Related to the 

Construction of a Nuclear Base Load Generation Facility at Jenkinsville, South Carolina”  - Docket 2012-90-E; 

http://dms.psc.sc.gov/dockets/dockets.cfc?Method=DocketDetail&DocketID=114122 

  
3. Original docket before SC PSC allowing construction of new reactors:“Combined Application of South Carolina Electric & Gas Company for a Certificate 

of Environmental Compatibility and Public Convenience and Necessity and for a Base Load Review Order for the Construction and Operation of a Nuclear 

Facility in Jenkinsville, South Carolina” - Docket 2008-196-E; 

http://dms.psc.sc.gov/dockets/dockets.cfc?Method=DocketDetail&DocketID=103552 

 

4. Aerial shot of AP1000 reactor construction at SCE&G's VC Summer site, March 1, 2014,  

http://www.srswatch.org/uploads/2/7/5/8/27584045/1377523.jpg - photo can be used with credit to South Carolina Chapter of the Sierra Club; other photos of site 

available on request from Tom Clements, 803-834-3084 
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